
Map Race at Perry Hall Park and Playing Fields 

incorporating the WMOA park orienteering championships 2016 

 

Sunday 17
th

 July 2016 at 4 p.m. 

 

Competitor information 

 

This race is designed to present a fun challenge for orienteers, runners and walkers of 

all abilities. 

 

Registration will be from 3pm -3.45pm. Under the terms of our insurance, only 

registered participants may take part. If possible, email dadge@hotmail.com to 

reserve a map. 

 

Travel: Perry Hall is on the opposite side of the A34 Walsall Road from the 

Alexander Stadium in Perry Park. Parking is in the main car park, approached via 

Perry Avenue, Birmingham B42 2NE. Upon entering the park, follow the road round 

to the right; the car park is at the end of the access road. Bus number 51 stops at the 

other end of Perry Avenue. 

 

Fee per map:  

(It's normal to compete on your own, but taking part in pairs or groups, sharing a 

map, is allowed.) 

Students/children £2 

Helpers £3 

Adults £5 (£3 for Passport to Leisure cardholders, athletics club members, 

Parkrunners, friends of Perry Hall, BMF members, Beat the Streets cardholders, and 

people in receipt of benefits) plus £1 for SI chip hire – see race timing information 

below. 

 

Routes: 

Choose between 

Long 5km 

Medium 3.5km 

Short 2km 

These are approximate straight-line distances. The actual distance will be about 10-

15% further. 

 

Format (Long/Medium): 

In the first half of the race everyone has the same checkpoints, so that part of the race 

will be a bit like a cross-country run. In effect, the orienteers will be helping the non-

orienteers to get into the race. The second half of the race, in the park area, is gaffled, 

meaning that people will be doing the checkpoints in a different order, depending on 

what is shown on their map. A stream runs north to south through the park area so 

hopefully even if you lose your way it should be easy enough to find it again... 
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Format (Short): 

The race will be similar to a normal orienteering event (“Orange” standard, no 

gaffling) except that everyone is staring at the same time so you can help and/or 

follow other people. The race will be entirely in the park part of the area, not out on 

the playing fields. 

 

Micro section 

The last part of all courses is a micro-navigating section with checkpoints close 

together in a small area. Beware: this is designed to catch out the people who are 

going too fast! 

 

Start time: 

This is a mass-start event. All competitors will start at 4 pm. Do not look at your map 

until the race starts. The 5km race starts on the north side of the car park; the other 

races start on the south side of the car park. If you're late you can still start, but your 

race time will have begun at 4 pm. No late starters after 4.15 pm. 

 

Timing:  

There will be electronic timing using a SportIdent chip. If you don't have your own 

you'll need to hire one for £1 (free for children). Charge for lost chips: £30. At each 

checkpoint, insert the chip into the slot until it beeps and flashes. The chip records the 

time that you got to each checkpoint. After you finish, we'll “read” the chip to find 

out your race time and whether you visited all the checkpoints. Please don't take a 

hired chip home with you! 

 

Objective: 

The aim is to get to the Finish having been to all the checkpoints in the right order. 

Therefore be very careful to check your map and the list of checkpoints as you go 

along. Match the code number on your list (e.g. 135) with the code number on the 

checkpoint. There is a practice area near to the registration tent. Please ask for a 

practice map. 

 

Map: 

The main map of the fields and park has a scale of 1:5000 (1 cm equals 50 metres) 

This is a standard orienteering map so fields are shown in orange, open woodland in 

white, and dense woodland and bushes in green. Mapper: Alison Sloman. The micro 

section map has a scale of 1:500 (1 cm equals 5 metres) and is printed in black and 

white. Mapper: Adrian Bailey 

 

If you have a compass (and know how to use it!) please bring it with you. If not, don't 

worry. During the first part of the race you'll be running/walking with other people, 

and there is a help point in the park area. 

It's the summer so vegetation (nettles, cleavers etc.) is quite high. Therefore we 

recommend that you don't wear shorts. 



Safety : 

You take part at your own risk. Please be aware of other participants and other park 

users, cyclists, dogs etc and avoid collisions. Please only cross streams at footbridges. 

All courses cross the track which goes from the main entrance to the car park. This 

crossing point will be manned. Please follow the marshal’s instructions. 

 

Maze O 

There will be a Maze O near the start/finish area which will be free for participants to 

go round. 

 

Prizes:  

 

There will be certificates and small prizes for the winners in each of the following 

categories: 

 

under 12 best orienteer (male & female) - best non-orienteer (male & female) 

13-16          ditto 

17-39          ditto 

40-59          ditto 

60+          ditto 

 

To be eligible for a prize, competitors need to choose the route appropriate to their 

age group:  

under 12: 2 km  

13-16 or 60+: 3.5 km 

17-39 or 40-59: 5 km 

but otherwise there are no restrictions: you can choose any distance you like. 

 

Orienteering age categories are being used (MW12, MW16, MW40, MW60) so if 

you are close to an age-category boundary you may find you are in a category that 

doesn't quite match your actual age.  

 

Event team for City of Birmingham Orienteering Club: 

Organiser: Ian Gamlen (COBOC) 07941 730771  

Planner: Adrian Bailey (HOC) 


